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Purpose

This Hint shows you how to use the Buffer tool to plan a windbreak.

Instructions 

1. Activate a land units theme and click the Toolkit button ( [image: image1.bmp] ) to open the Customer Service Toolkit. 

2. Select the land unit where you want to create a windbreak.

Note: The Customer Service Toolkit recognizes that a polygon is selected, and makes several tools available, including the Buffer tool.
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3. To open the Buffer dialog box, click the Buffer button ( [image: image3.bmp] ). 

Enter the Width of the planned windbreak and select the Buffer Type (Boundary, Inside, or Outside).  Generally, for a windbreak this would be an Inside buffer.
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4. When you use the buffer tool to create a practice, the Buffer dialog box has  options for creating a new theme or adding to an existing theme. A new theme might be used if there is not already an existing polygon theme within the project. Where an existing polygon theme exists, it is often convenient to add the buffer polygon to that existing theme (see the Helpful Hint for Multiple Features in a Single Theme). This example assumes a new theme is desired. Click the option button for Create new theme.

A windbreak is typically shown as a polygon, so for Toolkit Theme select Practices (polygon).  A unique Theme Name may be added.  Note where the file is located in the individual's electronic casefile, then click OK.
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5. Toolkit creates a polygon inside the unit.
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6. Assume that the windbreak is needed on the north and west sides of the land unit.  Click Theme, Start Editing. Click and hold the ArcView drawing button until the tool selection drops down. Click the Draw line to split polygon drawing tool ( [image: image7.png]


 ).  Use the Draw line to split polygon tool to split the windbreak buffer at the appropriate locations.  Remember to start the edit outside of the land unit polygon and to extend it beyond the land unit boundary at the other end.
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7. When a polygon is split, ArcView automatically selects one of the polygons.  In edit mode it is often difficult to distinguish which feature has been selected, so it may be helpful to click Theme, Stop Editing, save the edits, and then view which polygon has been selected.  If the wrong one is selected, click the ArcView Clear Selected Features button ( [image: image10.png]


 )to unselect, then click the ArcView Select Feature button ( [image: image11.png]


 ) and click on the correct polygon.

In this example, the east and south portions of the buffer polygon should be selected to be deleted.  With this feature selected, click Theme, Start Editing, then press the Delete key.  Click Theme, Stop Editing, and then File, Save Project.

8. The modified polygon should now reflect the correct shape for the windbreak practice.
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9. Select the newly created polygon.  From the Toolkit toolbar click the Structural Practice button ( [image: image13.png]


 ). On the Structural Practice dialog box, enter information, then click  OK.
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NOTE: The Buffer tool may be used to create numerous conservation practices. When you use the Structural Practice dialog box to add attributes, the  Units data field defaults to the official unit of measurement for the Practice identified. In this example, a windbreak is officially measured in feet, but the Planned Amount for the polygon is measured in acres.  Generally, a customer is going to be interested in the acreage of this type of practice, so it may be useful to record both the length and the acreage.

The simplest way to correct this situation is to copy the figure from Planned Amount  to the Notes field and add the word "acres."  Use ArcView’s measurement tool ( [image: image15.png]


 ) to measure the total length of the buffer,  and enter that length into the Planned Amount data field (see the following example).
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If you have the Wetland Determination Toolkit installed, you can use the Label Maker tool to label the feature. Click the Wetland Determinations Toolkit button

( [image: image17.png]


 ) on the ArcView menu bar, select the windbreak feature, then click the Label Maker button ( [image: image18.png]


 ) on the Wetlands Toolkit Toolbar.  Complete the information on the Label Maker dialog box (see the following example) and click OK. Detailed instructions for using the Label Maker tool can be found in the Wetland Determinations Toolkit User's Guide or by displaying on-line Help (F1) on the Label Maker dialog box.
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The following example shows the resulting label.
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