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Purpose

This Hint shows you how to use the Buffer tool to plan a waterway.

Instructions

1. Locate the area where you want to plan a waterway. 
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2. Generally, a waterway is planned within the boundaries of a field or fields, and a feature must be added that can be buffered. In this case, the feature is a line.

From the Toolkit Toolbar, click the New Theme tool button ( [image: image2.png]


 ), then choose an option that allows you to create a line theme. The Build Your Own option provides this functionality.
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3. Based on field work previously done, you can determine the approximate location for the planned waterway and use it to digitize the centerline for the waterway.

[image: image4.png]



4. Click Theme, Stop Editing. On the Stop Editing dialog box, click Yes to save edits. Select the newly created line feature, then click the Buffer tool button 
( [image: image5.bmp] ). When a buffer is generated from a line feature, the Width/Distance measurement is made from both sides of the line. In this example, the buffer is to be 50 feet, so you should enter 25 feet for the Width.  A buffer is a polygon, so select Practices (polygons) from the Toolkit Theme choice list. Enter a Theme Name. Accept the File Name or click the Browse button ( [image: image6.bmp] ) to change it. Click OK.

[image: image7.png]Widbres

e |

sty
B

! i View]_E3|

=

=

Blleuia _________________Fl

Bulle Ogtons

Wen/Dstarce [ 75 e ffet ]
ButeTpe oo ]

Rest

@ Crnte naw hme.

|

I

i Tooka Thene [Pacices oo =]
e —
|t i 2]
L e
|
|

© addbulor o aing hene

O rra— |
oK Ccel





5. The newly created polygon represents the planned waterway.
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Use the ArcView Select Feature tool ( [image: image9.bmp] )to select the feature, then click the Structural Practice button ( [image: image10.bmp] )on the Toolkit Toolbar. Enter the appropriate data for the waterway and click OK.  It may be helpful to determine the length of the practice using the ArcView measurement tool ( [image: image11.png]


 ), then enter the information in the Notes data field (see the following example).
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If you have the Wetland Determinations Toolkit installed, you can use the Label Maker tool to to label the feature. Click the Wetland Determinations Toolkit button ( [image: image13.png]


 ) on the ArcView menu bar, select the waterway feature, then click the Label Maker button ( [image: image14.png]


 ) on the Wetlands Toolkit Toolbar.  Complete the information on the Label Maker dialog box (see the following example) and click OK. Detailed instructions for using the Label Maker tool can be found in the Wetland Determinations Toolkit User's Guide or by displaying on-line Help (F1) on the Label Maker dialog box.
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The following example shows the resulting label.
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