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Purpose

This Helpful Hint explains how to minimize the complexity of the ArcView table of contents by grouping like features into a single theme.

Background
You may want to use the same ArcView feature type to document a set of planning decisions.  For example, in a cattle operation covering thousands of acres, a plan could include several types of fences covering many miles and numerous watering facilities. An approach that used a single theme for each practice would result in an extensive table of contents in the project file. This problem can be avoided by grouping like features into a single theme.

Instructions

In this example, assume that  both a well and a spring development are planned.  

1. Using the Customer Service Toolkit New Theme tool ( [image: image1.bmp] ), create a Practice Point Theme and rename the theme Watering Facilities. 
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2. Use ArcView Point drawing tool ( [image: image3.bmp] ) to indicate the approximate location of each of the two practices.
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3. With one of the points selected, click the Structural Practice button ( [image: image5.bmp] ) on the Toolkit toolbar. On the Structural Practice dialog box, add the attribute information about the practice.
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4. Repeat for the remaining spring.

5. After you have entered all the attribute information, exit the Structural Practice tool. The newly created point theme will be active.  On the ArcView menu bar, click the ArcView Edit Legend tool or cick Theme, then click Edit Legend.  
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6. On the Legend Editor dialog box, change the Legend Type to Unique Value, and select Pract_Nm for the Values Field. 

[image: image8.png]= =[ofx]

Treme: [WraFaciies =] Load
Legord Ty [Urevaie =] __sawe
Dot
Values Field:. [EEEHIER =
bl | vae Lol | comt |
. Spiing Development | Spiing Development | 1 =
T el Wl i

+| x| o] @) a9

Color Schemes: [Bountiul Harvest ~




7. At this point you might choose to use the custom planning symbols available in the Customer Service Toolkit.  On the Toolkit Toolbar, click the Map Symbol Loader button ( [image: image9.png]


 ). On the Map Symbol Loader dialog box, click the Conservation Planning Symbols option button.
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8. On the Legend Editor dialog box under Symbol, double click the first feature to be symbolized. 
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9. On the Marker Palette box, click the appropriate symbol. Note that both the size and color of the symbol can be changed on the Marker Palette dialog box.
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10. Repeat for all other features within this theme.  

11. When you have chosen all the symbols, on the Legend Editor dialog box, click Apply, then close the Marker Palette and Legend Editor. For more information about the Map Symbol Loader, see the Customer Service Toolkit User's Guide or the on-line Help for the Map Symbol Loader.

12. The resulting view shows that both the of practices (Point features) are displayed as their unique symbol and the practice name and symbol appears under Watering Facilities in the table of contents.
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Note: When you use the customized map symbols from Toolkit, you may change the size and colors of Point symbols.  When you use custom Line symbols, you can only change the size; colors cannot be changed.  Three different color brightness levels (light, medium, dark) for Line features are available from the Toolkit for use on varying backgrounds.  

Also, be aware that when you use the custom Line feature symbols, the ArcView Select Feature tool will not highlight a selected Line feature, even though it has, in fact, been selected. As the following example shows, you can see that the feature is selected by viewing the theme table, but the line does not show it is selected.
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